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-- Submitted by Janet Herman 
 
Being President of KWI is a new experience for me, having been elected by the Board in March  
2012.  The resident knowledge in the past and current Board Members and KWI Officers is far  
greater than any individual can ever hope to acquire.  I am honored to be part of this team of  
exceptional individuals. With sufficient guidance from our dedicated group of karst scientists, I  
know that my term of office will be successful. 
 
KWI seeks to advance scientific knowledge of and increase awareness and appreciation for karst  
water systems. There are many avenues for affecting such outcomes, and I want to tell you about  
one recent KWI effort. Karst scientists are engaged in the discovery, communication, and application of new knowledge in the 
understanding and protection of the karst environment. One vehicle for the dissemination of such knowledge to an engaged 
audience has long been the Journal of Cave and Karst Studies published by the National Speleological Society. In the face of 
diminished income from a declining membership, the NSS recently made drastic cutbacks in their support of JCKS.  In a unified 
voice of 22 present and former Board Members and Officers, KWI expressed support for the restoration of a reasonable 
publication budget to the Board and Officers of NSS. The NSS is not alone in struggling with how to best support cost-effective 
publication these days. Because communication of the results of scientific study of caves and karst is critically important to all  
our mutual interest in this fascinating yet fragile environment, KWI made a statement. You can read our letter and the NSS 
response in this newsletter. 
 
You will read about other KWI efforts to collect, share, and disseminate knowledge of karst systems in this issue of The Conduit.  
The upcoming meeting on Carbon and Boundaries in Karst to take place in January 2013 in Carlsbad, New Mexico, is much 
anticipated by a broadly multi-disciplinary audience of scientists and managers.  Various technical sessions are being offered at 
disciplinary meetings in the coming year, including the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, in November 2011. These meetings and sessions are the result of the dedicated volunteerism of the individuals making 
up KWI.  You can look to more sessions and meetings in the future, as KWI maintains its commitment to this activity. 
I hope to use the voice and presence of KWI to continue to advocate for research, communication, and education about karst 
water systems.  I realize there are many ways in which to contribute to that mission.  As we continue to refine KWI’s role in the 
future, I invite your input and suggestions.  With over 700 recipients of The Conduit, there must be a few people with ideas to 
offer to the new President of KWI.  Please contact me by e-mail at jherman@virginia.edu. 
 
Should any of you find yourselves in Charlotte for the GSA meeting, the KWI meeting will be Saturday November 3, 2012, from 
noon – 4 p.m. (room to be announced).  Please join us in discussing our future plans. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
      
     
 

Welcome to The Conduit 

-- Annette Summers Engel   

President’s Corner 

This e-newsletter is distributed  twice a year to over 700 karst enthusiasts globally. This issue of The Conduit contains  quite a bit 
of KWI business, including a summary of the recent Board and Institute meeting, Karst Award Banquet, the announcement for 
the upcoming January 7-11, 2013, conference, “Carbon & Boundaries in Karst” in Carlsbad, New Mexico, announcements for 
other karst-related conferences and sessions remaining in 2012 and planned for 2013, news about KWI participation in a new 
book series, and a letter of concern to the National Speleological Society regarding the Journal for Cave and Karst Studies.  
 
To fulfill KWI’s mission, in addition to organizing conferences, honoring karst science, and promoting education, KWI actively 
produces and disseminates its own publications. Over the years, KWI has published 16 Special Publications in hardcopy and 
electronic form, has reprinted out-of-print books in a Digital Reprint series, and has freely posted databases and some project 
publications on the KWI website. As scientists and students transition from printed materials to digital files, KWI is also in a 
transition phase for current and future publications. Many of our publications are now searchable in web browsers through 
GoogleBooks, and our next conference publication will only be distributed digitally. Stay tuned for more changes in the future. 
This summer, KWI is throwing its first Publication SUMMER SIZZLER sale, where all in-stock publications are 20% off. Please 
read this Conduit or see the website www.karstwaters.org for more details. Consider expanding your publication libraries!  
I hope you have a safe and productive summer! Happy reading! 
 

mailto:jherman@virginia.edu
http://www.karstwaters.org/
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2012 William L. Wilson Scholarship Recipient 

Institute and Board Members meet in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
The Spring Institute meeting was held March 3 on the University of New 
Mexico campus in Albuquerque, New Mexico, before the annual Awards 
Dinner to honor Jim Goodbar that evening. Business at the meeting was 
discussed in person and some Board members unable to attend 
participated in a conference call. Reports were given from the different 
departments, such as Communications, and the Finance and Audit 
Committees. Bob Cronk, after serving for many years on the Board and as 
the Vice President for Development, announced his retirement. PJ Moore 
accepted the open position. 
 
The group discussed upcoming conferences. See the announcement on 
page 7 regarding the 2014 Hypogene Cave Morphologies meeting to take 
place in The Bahamas. And, of course, the 2013 Carbon and Boundaries 
in Karst  meeting in Carlsbad, New Mexico, is highlighted on pages 8-9.  
 
Janet Herman was elected as the new President, after Dan Fong asked to 
step down. Davis, DuChene, Hobbs, Moore, and Vesper were reappointed 
to the Board. The Nominating Committee is pursuing individuals to fill 
open positions on the Board. 
 
The banquet was held on campus in the Science and Mathematics 
building. A full room heard Jim Goodbar speak about “There and Back 
Again: A Caver’s Tale.” He started caving at 9 years old, and he served 
32+ years with the Bureau of  Land Management. His stories were 
touching, humorous, and inspirational. Jim assisted in writing the Federal 
Cave Resources Protection Act, which was instrumental in developing 
national cave and karst management policies, cave management training 
courses, national and local agreements, national cave safety standards, 
and guidelines for oil & gas drilling in karst areas.  

KWI Happenings 

Amanda Laskoskie was announced at the Awards Banquet as the 2012 Wilson Scholarship 
recipient. She a geology M.S. student at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV. She 
earned her B.S. in geology at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA. Native to Sunbury, 
Pennsylvania, Amanda’s first cave experience was at the age of 24 in the Puerto Rican karst 
system where she contracted histoplasmosis, or Caver’s disease. Taking it as a sign of great 
things to come, she is now working on a method to better understand contaminate fate and 
transport in karst systems. Her research focuses on the development of the hydrogel tracer 
bead for mimicking nonaqueous phase liquids. The hydrogel tracer bead is innocuous and 
readily altered by a variety of inclusions. In her spare time, Ms. Laskoskie enjoys 
geochaching, crafting, and the great outdoors. Congratulations, Amanda! 

Ronal Kerbo, 2006 Karst Award 
recipient, introducing Jim Goodbar. 

President Dan Fong giving Bob Cronk an 
appreciation award for his years of service. 

Enjoying good food and conversation. 

The reception before the banquet was a great 
opportunity to mingle and meet new people. 

Jim Goodbar speaking to a 
full house about his past 
caving experiences. 

Goodbar describes working  
for the Bureau of Land 
Management. 
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SUMMER SIZZLER SALES!!!  

This summer is going to be a scorcher!  
  From now until the end of the summer,  

September 21, 2012,  
all KWI publications are 20% off! 

• Offer good while supplies last.  
• When items are out of stock, we will not reprint or restock.  
•  Not valid for previously purchased items.  
• Shipping and handling charges still apply. 

www.karstwaters.org 

  
           Karst Waters Institute Special Publication 11, Edited by William B. White and   
                                       David C. Culver.  Hardbound, 590 pages, 2007. SALE PRICE $59.20 plus shipping.  
 
                      It’s probably inappropriate for an author to review his own book but it’s been a couple of years  
                    since the book appeared and we’d like to remind everyone that it remains available. 
  
                    Over the past several decades there has been – I’d almost call it an explosion – of interest in cave                     
                                                and karst related research at many universities.  Investigations in karst hydrogeology, in speleothems  
                    and paleoclimate, in ecology and biodiversity and many other topics have produced a flood of new  
                     literature that the contemporary graduate student must struggle to master.  As a result, said student  
                    may have little motivation is proceed farther back in time that what is most immediately relevant. 
  
The motivation behind the Benchmark volume, like benchmark books in other fields, was to provide students – and anyone else – 
with an easily accessible collection of important early papers with which they might be expected to be familiar.  In addition to 
convenience, the editors have provided a judgment call by selecting the papers that – at least in the opinion of the editors – are the 
most important.  As a further aid, each paper is forwarded by an annotation explaining how the paper came to be written, perhaps 
something about the author, and why the paper is deemed to be important. 
  
Benchmark Papers in Karst Science contains reproduction of 40 papers, 23 more or less geological and 17 more or less 
biological.  It is the contention of the editors that “modern” cave and karst science dates from the 1950s.  Accordingly, the papers 
are arranged by decades beginning with the 1950s and ending with the 1990s.  The selection was made by the editors with the 
advice and suggestions of a few colleagues.  It was not made by any committee or designated official body. 
  
I am well aware that having a paper copy of everything is fast being replaced by electronic media.  Many journals now have 
scanned their entire publication beginning with volume 1,  so that all papers are available with a few keystrokes.  That is, if the 
proposed reader belongs to an institution whose library pays the substantial fees required for access.  The great virtue of paper 
books is that they’re there, on the shelf, ready when you need them at any hour of the day or night, and free of concerns of down 
servers, crashed hard disks, or flakey connections.  Collections such as the Benchmark book also encourage browsing through 
those old papers in a way that is unlikely to happen if they have to be called up individually from the electronic library. 

A Review for SP 11, Benchmark Papers in Karst Science 
-- Submitted by William B. White 

http://www.karstwaters.org/


For more information, go to http://www.geosociety.org/  
 
T107. Comparisons of Flow and Chemistry in Eogenetic and Telogentic Karst Aquifers 
GSA Hydrogeology Division; Karst Waters Institute; National Cave and Karst Research Institute 
Jonathan B. Martin, Jason Gulley, Corinne Wong 
  This session seeks to understand how differences in porosity between eogenetic (primary matrix porosity) and telogenetic     
  (fractured matrix porosity) karst systems influence the hydrological and geochemical processes in karst aquifers, including  
  cave formation. 
 
T159. Surf's Up: New Insights on the Geology, Karst, and Paleontology of Carbonate Systems of the Bahama 
Archipelago 
GSA Hydrogeology Division; Eastern Section Society for Sedimentary Geology; Karst Waters Institute; Paleontological Society 
H. Allen Curran, John E. Mylroie 
  Presentations demonstrating new dimensions of carbonates research within the Bahama Archipelago (including Turks and  
  Caicos) are encouraged. Emphasis on shallow-marine sedimentology and emergent island geology, karst, paleontology,  
  geobiology, and geochemistry, with closely related topics will be considered. 
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KWI Sessions at Fall Geological Society of America Meeting 

KWI Participation in New Book Series 

The Biology Section of the National Speleological Society, in collaboration with the Karst Waters Institute, the Cave 
Conservancy Foundation, and the Cave Conservancy of the Virginias, is publishing a Field Guide to the Cave Fauna of the 
Virginias.  The field guide will consist of an introduction to the Appalachian karst region and the karst found in the Virginias, 
caves as ecological habitats, and the unique characteristics that typify cave-adapted animals, followed by guides for 20 of the 
most commonly encountered animal species in the region.  Each species guide will include a high-quality photo, a diagram 
scaled to the actual size of the animal, information on the taxonomy and geographic range for the species, a general 
description of the ecology of this group of animals in caves, a distribution map for the most common species in the Virginias, 
and a description of the species as it relates to karst in the regions.  
  
In order to make these guides a useful, cave-worthy resource, the Field Guide to the Cave Fauna of the Virginias will be 
affordable, sized to fit easily into a cave pack, and produced to be rugged enough to survive the cave environment. The 
publication of the Field Guide to Cave Fauna of the Virginias will coincide with the annual National Speleological Society 
convention, which will be in Lewisburg, West Virginia from June 25-29, 2012.  Hundreds of cavers will be entering numerous 
caves in the region and the publication of the field guide will be an excellent opportunity to introduce them to the fauna and to 
educate them on aspects of the biology of the cave environment and to showcase the interesting and diverse fauna of the 
region.  Our goal is to use this field guide to produce an educational tool to increase public awareness of the cave environment 
and the animals that live there, and to inspire a broad range of cavers to be engaged in looking for and appreciating cave 
biodiversity, in the hopes that this will translate to support for cave conservation issues. 
 

-- Submitted by Megan Porter  (University of South Dakota) 

Release of Special Publication 8 on CD 

Recommendations and Guidelines for Managing Caves on Protected Lands 
Prepared for the National Cave and Karst Research Institute, National Park Service, and U. S. 
Department of the Interior 
 
Written by: William K. Jones, Horton H. Hobbs III, Carol M. Wicks, Robert R. Currie, Louise 
D. Hose, Ronal C. Kerbo, James R. Goodbar, and Jerry Trout 
 
Originally published in 2003 as a soft-bound, 81 page book, this publication has been out-of-
print. We have converted it to a digital and searchable pdf file.  
 
SALE PRICE $12.00 plus shipping 

http://www.geosociety.org/


News about KWI Officer, Horton H. Hobbs, III 

Long-time KWI Board of Directors member and officer, Dr. Horton H. Hobbs, III, will be  
honored at the National Speleological Society Convention in Lewisburg, West Virginia, on  
Wednesday, June 27, 2012, from 2 – 5 pm in a “Special Session of the Biology Section in  
Honor of Horton H. Hobbs, III.” The Biology Section of the NSS is convening this special to  
honor Horton’s numerous accomplishments. The session consists of invited speakers who 
 will highlight aspects of Horton’s impact on the cava and karst community, followed by an  
open microphone period for others to share stories, comments and thoughts of Horton.  
 
Horton is retiring from teaching at Wittenberg University. Horton founded the Wittenberg 
University Speleological Society, or WUSS, and has since trained numerous students in the  
techniques of safe caving and cave survey.  A large number of WUSSes have since gone on  
to become professionals in cave and karst fields in academia, governmental agencies and  
private enterprises. Horton has been a prolific scholar, having published and continues to publish countless research articles and 
book chapters.  Horton also has a long history of exemplary service to the cave and karst community.  Horton is a long term 
member of the Biology Section of the NSS, is the KWI Vice President of Education, and is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Cave Conservancy of the Virginias, just to name a few.   
 
After the special session, a reception funded by the Cave Conservancy of the Virginias will follow until 8pm.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  Fine finger foods by a gourmet caterer as well as microbrew beer and excellent local wine will be provided.   
Please come to share your stories and thoughts at the special session, and come by the reception to continue our conversation  
with Horton with good cheer and in fine spirit.   

Request for Participation to Plan Upcoming Meeting 
KWI agreed to entertain a proposal for a conference on Hypogene Cave Morphologies for February, 2014, in The Bahamas. If 
anyone wishes to become involved in planning for this potential conference, please contact Dr. John Mylroie, Professor of 
Geology, Department of Geosciences, Mississippi State University, Mississippi State, MS 39762  mylroie@geosci.msstate.edu 

-- Submitted by Dan Fong 

Future Karst-Related Conferences 
National Speleological Society, 2012 
The annual convention of the National Speleological Society will take place June 25-29 in Lewisburg, West Virginia. See 
www.caves.org  or http://nss2012.com/ for more information.  
 
21st International Conference on Subterranean Biology 
This conference will be held September 2 – 7, 2012, in Kosice, Slovakia, under the auspices of International Society of 
Subterraenan Biology (SIBIOS). You are kindly invited to participate in this event. www.icsb2012.eu for more information.  
 
Anchialine Ecosystem Meeting 
The 2nd International Symposium on Anchialine Ecosystems will convene in Cavtat, Croatia, from October 3-6, 2012. 
Conference website http://www.anchialine.com/  
 
13th Multidisciplinary Conference on Sinkholes and the Engineering and Environmental Impacts of Karst  
This meeting will be held in Carlsbad, New Mexico May 6-10, 2013. This will be the westernmost conference location since the 
series began in 1984, and the conference will be hosted by the National Cave and Karst Research Institute, an affiliate of the 
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology.  A call for abstracts will go out in January 2012.  Please check the website of 
the National Cave and Karst Research Institute (www.nckri.org) for updated information about the conference.  

K A R S T   W A T E R S   I N S T I T U T E 
THE CONDUIT 

Page 7 

www.karstwaters.org 

mailto:mylroie@geosci.msstate.edu
http://www.caves.org/
http://nss2012.com/
http://www.icsb2012.eu/
http://www.anchialine.com/
http://www.nckri.org/


THE CONDUIT 

K A R S T   W A T E R S   I N S T I T U T E 
THE CONDUIT 

Page 8 

2013 KWI Conference – Carbon & Boundaries in Karst 
-- Submitted by Co-organizers Daniel Fong and David Culver (American University) 
 
January 7 to 11, 2013, Carlsbad, New Mexico 
 
There is growing interest in the dynamics of both inorganic and organic carbon in karst systems, and especially in the flux of 
carbon and nutrients between the surface and subsurface and between different components in the karst subsurface.  This 
upcoming Karst Waters Institute symposium is especially timely because of both the rapid advances in the field and the 
importance of  carbon sequestration in global climate change.  It will highlight recent advances in biology, geology, and 
hydrology that are helping us to understand the dynamics of karst ecosystems, especially with respect to carbon.   
 
There will be both invited lectures and contributed posters covering the following topics: 
 

• Fluxes and reservoirs in and through epikarst 
• Fluxes and reservoirs in and through the phreatic zone 
• Lateral inputs into karst - insurgences 
• Lateral outputs in karst - resurgences 
• CO2 storage in karst 
• Organic carbon sources and carbon quality in karst 
• Large scale models and synthesis 

 
The meeting will be co-sponsored by, and held at the new headquarters of, the National Cave and Karst Research Institute 
(NCKRI), in Carlsbad, New Mexico. NCKRI and KWI share a similar mission, and this will be the first co-sponsored meeting 
by the two organizations.  
 
Post-Conference Publication 
All participants will be invited to submit a paper, due at the end of the conference, January 11, 2013.  The paper must be in 
accordance with the style requirements of Acta Carsologica. Each paper will be limited to 5000 words and 8 tables/figures, 
without prior arrangement with the editor.  Review papers are especially welcome. All papers will be subject to peer review and 
submission does not guarantee publication. There will be a two step acceptance procedure - first acceptance by the Special 
Editor (David Culver), then by the journal editor (Franci Gabrovšek).  The anticipated publication date is October, 2013. 
 
Scientific Program 
Two distinguished scientists will give plenary lectures that will set the framework for the meeting: 
 
Dr. Jack Stanford, Director of the Flathead Lake Biological Station (FLBS) in Montana and Professor  
of Ecology at the University of Montana, is one of the discoverers of the hyporheic zone, and co-editor  
of the “bible” of groundwater ecology, aptly titled Groundwater Ecology.  Jack has conducted research  
at FLBS since 1971 and became Director in 1980.  His research and education activities have taken him  
all over the world , and he has worked on everything from microbes to grizzly bears. He is the past  
president of the Organization of Biological Field Stations and the North American Benthological  
Society. He is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences, and is a panelist  
for the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and the National Research Council. For more information 
 about his work, see www.umt.edu/flbs/People/Stanford~1296/default.aspx      
 
Dr. John L. Wilson, Professor of Hydrology in the Department of Earth and Environmental Science  
at the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology in Socorro, New Mexico, is a leading expert  
on stream-aquifer interactions and the movement of materials through groundwater. He is a current  
or former member of many professional society, university and government science advisory panels  
and committees, including the National Research Council’s Committee on Hydrologic Sciences. John  
is a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union and of the Geological Society of America, and is a  
member of the Board of Directors of the Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic 
Science, Inc. (CUAHSI), and was the former Board Chair. John’s current research focuses on contam- 
inant source identification, stream-aquifer interaction, including the hyporheic zone, and recharge to  
mountains. For more information about his work, see http://www.ees.nmt.edu/jwilson  

http://www.umt.edu/flbs/People/Stanford~1296/default.aspx
http://www.ees.nmt.edu/jwilson
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Registration Details 
Registration fee for the meeting will be $500 ($300 for students), which includes all lunches, a Monday evening reception, a 
Friday banquet, and the Wednesday excursion to Carlsbad Caverns National Park. Participants will also be provided with the 
special issue of Acta Carsologica. The program and book of abstracts will be made available to participants on a digital memory 
stick. Housing in nearby hotels in Carlsbad is not included, and information on local motels and rates will be provided in the 
second circular. Plans are in the works to offer a post-conference excursion to Grand Canyon National Park, with a return to the 
El Paso airport on Friday, January 20. Additional fees will be charged for the excursion.  
 
       June  2012 - registration opens              November 1, 2012 - abstracts due           December 1, 2012 - registration closes 
 

  Venue  
  In Carlsbad, the meeting site is close not only to Carlsbad Caverns National Park, but also 
  Guadalupe Mountains National Park. The location is an ideal starting place for a visit to  
  the many parks and features of the desert southwest. The nearest major airport is El Paso, 
  Texas, ~2.5 hours from Carlsbad. Shuttle buses to and from the El Paso airport will be  
  available on January 6 and 12 for a cost of $50 one way.  Smaller airports are located in  
  Hobbs and Roswell, New Mexico, ~1 hour’s drive from Carlsbad. Rental cars are  
  available at all airports. There is an U.S. Immigration and Naturalization checkpoint  
  between El Paso and Carlsbad, so be sure to have identification with you.   
 
  Mid-Conference Excursion 
  On Wednesday, January 9, we will have an all-day excursion to Carlsbad Caverns  
  National Park, a World Heritage Site, for a tour of Carlsbad Caverns and either a hike in  
  Slaughter Canyon or a tour of Slaughter Canyon Cave. Carlsbad Caverns National Park is 
  one of three national parks developed around a cave, the other two being Wind Cave and  
  Mammoth Cave.  Carlsbad Caverns is specially known for the beauty and extent of its  
  formations, and the large flights of Mexican free-tailed bats that occur in the summer.   
  The park contains excellent examples of southwestern American desert landscape.  
 
  
 
Additional details regarding invited speakers, and conference and field trip logistics will be provided soon. Direct immediate questions to Daniel Fong (program 
chair, dfong@american.edu) or David Culver (meeting chair, dculver@american.edu), or general questions to carbonboundariesconference@karstwaters.org 

As is the tradition with KWI meetings, the symposium will be aggressively interdisciplinary and international. There will be 
seven thematic sessions with invited speakers. The program is being developed by the program chair, Daniel Fong and the 
conveners/chairs for the sessions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to the invited sessions, there will be two evening poster sessions.   

 

http://karstwaters.org/conferences/  

- The Upper Boundary – Epikarst, convened by Dr. Tanja Pipan, Karst Research Institute at ZRC-SAZU, Postojna, 
Slovenia 
 

- The Lower Boundary – Vadose Phreatic Interactions, convened by Dr. Franci Gabrovšek, Karst Research Institute at 
ZRC-SAZU, Postojna, Slovenia 
  

- Lateral Inputs, convened by Dr. Kevin Simon, Department of Environmental Sciences, University of Auckland, 
Auckland, New Zealand 
  

- Lateral Outputs, convened by Dr. Carol Wicks, Department of Geology & Geophysics, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
  

- CO2 in Karst, convened by Dr. Janet Herman, Department of Environmental Science, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
  

- Sources and Quality of Organic Carbon, convened by Dr. Annette Summers Engel, Department of Earth and 
Planetary Sciences, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 
  

- Synthesis, convened by Dr. Daniel W. Fong, Department of Biology, American University, Washington, D.C. 
 

http://karstwaters.org/conferences/
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KWI Letter to the National Speleological Society 
 Karst Waters Institute   Please respond to: Dept. of Environmental Sci. 
 PO Box 4142   University of Virginia  
 Leesburg, VA 20177  P.O. Box 400123 
 (540) 839-2313   Charlottesville, VA 22904-4123 
    phone: 434-924-0553 
    email: jherman@virginia.edu 
 May 25, 2012 
 
Directors and Officers 
National Speleological Society 
2813 Cave Avenue 
Huntsville, AL 35810-4431 
  
Dear NSS Directors and Officers: 
We, the undersigned of the Karst Waters Institute, are alarmed by recent budget cuts for the Journal of Cave and Karst 
Studies. Most of us are also long-standing NSS members. We urge you to consider reinstating a reasonable amount of funding 
so that the journal can continue to achieve its mandated goals. 
  
According to the Chief Editor Dr. Malcolm Field, there has been a 36% cut in the Journal budget over the last fiscal year. 
Meanwhile, interest in the Journal and the number of manuscript submissions has increased substantially. Continued 
publication of the Journal cannot be maintained under the new budget, even with all feasible cost-cutting strategies, including 
on-line publishing. 
  
We understand the rationale for cutting monetary support for the Journal, in view of outlays to the NSS News, cave 
acquisitions, and the new office. However, the Journal can no longer be sustained with its present budget. To underscore our 
position that the Journal is a critical part of the NSS, we offer a few comments about the value of the Journal to the National 
Speleological Society and its entire membership.  
  
The NSS mission statement is: “The National Speleological Society (NSS) is a non-profit membership organization dedicated 
to the scientific study of caves and karst; protecting caves and their natural contents through conservation, ownership, 
stewardship, and public education; and promoting responsible cave exploration and fellowship among those interested in 
caves.” The Journal is the NSS’s only instrument for disseminating the results of the “scientific study of caves and karst.” The 
science represented by the Journal is a powerful support for the management and policy decisions of the NSS. Science is an 
integral part of caving. In fact, the exploration and survey of caves – finding and documenting what’s there – represents the 
fundamental essence of science. But equally true is the importance of science to caving. The NSS is the National 
Speleological Society, not the National Caving Club, and promoting the scientific study and understanding of caves is 
fundamental to its goals.  
  
The scientists who contribute to the Journal are on the front line in protecting caves. When caves are threatened by closure, 
development, and environmental degradation, it is these scientists whose voices carry the most weight. Every year, for 
example, the National Park Service asks NSS scientists for information on cave conservation, management, and conveying 
accurate information to the public. And at times of dire need, as now with the specter of WNS, scientists provide solid data to 
resist the mindless and counter-productive reactions from public and private groups. Even NSS members with no interest in 
science should welcome the fact that NSS scientists care. Publication of the Journal builds important and productive 
partnerships between cavers and scientists. 
  
The Chief Editor’s mandate from the NSS has been to bring the Journal up to the standard of an internationally recognized 
peer-reviewed publication, which has been accomplished. The Journal is now considered to be the world leader in its field 
and draws many contributions from foreign and non-NSS authors. The Journal is a publication that the NSS should be very 
proud of. Unfortunately the recent progress will be undermined with decreased funding. For example, at present only about 
50% of submitted articles are accepted for publication after the peer-review process. Nevertheless, there is now a long waiting 
period for publication. Because the current budget only supports the cost of printing about 2/3 of the accepted papers, there is 
an 18-month delay between submission and publication, and this backlog continues to grow. Authors are beginning to 
withdraw their papers or submit elsewhere in favor of other journals without unreasonable delays.   
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The Journal also encourages science-minded cavers to publish their work in a peer-reviewed forum, even if they are not 
formally trained scientists. It is difficult to get papers published in other journals without having strong academic credentials. 
Besides the traditional sciences, the Journal publishes works in the social sciences, conservation, and exploration. This is a 
great service to budding cave scientists, and provides the opportunity to publish important cave-related work. 
  
The Journal of Cave and Karst Studies is a critical and fundamental part of the NSS and of cave and karst science, and it must 
not be abandoned. Under current funding rates, the JCKS will cease to exist, which violates the founding principles of the 
Society and would be a tremendous disservice to all NSS members and to the entire international speleological community. As 
cavers and scientists, we deeply care about the NSS and the continued health of the Journal as an outlet for publishing cave and 
karst science. 
   
Sincerely, 
   
  
Janet S. Herman, Ph.D. 
President, Karst Waters Institute 
 

 
KWI Officers and Directors NSS#  NSS Awards 
 

Robert N. Cronk  24197 FR  FE 

David C. Culver, Ph.D.   9581 RL  HM-CM-CM-CM-FE 

Rane L. Curl, Sc.D. 2247 RL  HM-FE 

Emily Davis  12154 RL  FE 

Daniel H. Doctor, Ph.D. 44638 RL  

Harvey R. DuChene   6318 RL  FE 

Annette Summers Engel, Ph.D. 31319 RL  JM-FE 

Daniel W. Fong, Ph.D. 22289 RE  FE 

Janet S. Herman, Ph.D. 27883 RE  

John W. Hess, Ph.D.   8835 RL  FE 

Horton H. Hobbs III, Ph.D. 12386 RL  HM-CM-SC-FE 

William K. Jones    7934 RL  FE 

Jonathan B. Martin, Ph.D.  

Paul J. Moore, Ph.D. 49434 RE 

John Mylroie, Ph.D. 12514 RL  HM-SC-FE 

Arthur N. Palmer, Ph.D.   4059 RL  HM-CM-SC-FE 

Ira D. Sasowsky, Ph.D. 19531 RE  CM-SC-FE 

Benjamin Schwartz, Ph.D. 32206 RL  FE 

Steven J. Taylor, Ph.D. 29460 RL  FE 

Dorothy J. Vesper, Ph.D. 44029 RE 

William B. White, Ph.D.   2237 RL  OS-CM-CM-SC-FE 

Carol M. Wicks, Ph.D. 24977 FR  FE 

Continued, KWI Letter to the National Speleological Society 



May 25, 2012  
 
Dr. Herman, 
  
The EC and many Directors of the NSS have read your letter concerning the JCKS budget. While it is true that the JCKS 
budget was reduced for this fiscal year, it should be noted that the board passed a motion last year which reduced the number of 
printed copies required.  The JCKS budget was reduced solely  in this area, leaving all of the other line items at the same 
funding as last year. 
  
As you are probably aware, the NSS’s membership has dropped from over 12K to just under 10K over the last three 
years.  This leaves the NSS less income to expand projects, and indeed several have been put on hold while belts were 
tightened in other areas.  The JCKS did not suffer cuts to any of the production areas, and the size of the volume was held 
despite the membership drop.  We have continually encouraged Scott & Malcolm to post additional articles online as a means 
of enhancing the Journal, just as many professional publications have been doing in recent years.  This would have the added 
benefit of decreasing their backlog of papers. 
  
John LaMar Cole, the NSS EVP over this area, has asked me to let you know that he is gathering some information and should 
be able to reply shortly after the holiday weekend. 
  
If after EVP Cole’s response anyone still has further questions or concerns, please let the EC know (ec@caves.org).  Perhaps 
we need to take some time at the upcoming convention to discuss them face-to-face.  Currently I have Wednesday after the 
COG meeting and all day Thursday open.  I will certainly be glad to meet with everyone. 
  
Please note that the EC understands that the JCKS is very important to our Society.  We will do everything within our power to 
keep this premier publication at the top of its field. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Wm Shrewsbury 
President, National Speleological Society 
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National Speleological Society Response to KWI Letter 

mailto:ec@caves.org
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